
 

 

2021 NCITE ELECTIONS 

Electronic ballots will be emailed Monday, October 26th , 2020 to all NCITE members with an email ad-
dress on record. To cast your vote, simply click on the election link and follow the instructions. NCITE 
members who do not have an email address on record will be mailed a paper ballot. If you do not re-
ceive voting information by email, do not have internet access, or prefer to send in a paper ballot, please 
contact 2020 NCITE Secretary Tyler Krage at tkrage@alliant-inc.com or 507.450.9305. 
  
The NCITE Executive Board consists of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, three Direc-
tions, and the immediate Past President.  You will be asked to vote for all positions in the 2021 NCITE 
election. The immediate Past President position is filled by succession: 
 
Immediate Past President – Jake Folkeringa 
 
The candidates for each open position are as follows: 
 
President (1 candidate, 1 open position) 
 

Kevin Peterson 
Kevin is currently an Engineer II with the Washington County Public Works 
Department where he manages the delivery and construction of roadway, 
trail, and bridge projects. In his 12 years of experience, he has worked on 
almost every aspect of transportation engineering; including data collec-
tion, survey, design, and construction across multiple modes. He has facili-
tated and attended open houses and public engagement events involving 
many active stakeholders. Key projects include, Highway 36 at Hadley Av-
enue Interchange, Downtown Lake Elmo Reconstruction, Downtown Afton 
Reconstruction, TH 36 St. Croix Bridge Crossing, and the TH 610 Exten-
sion design build projects. Kevin excels at bringing people together, trying 
new things, and navigating challenging projects through technical, finan-
cial, and political roadblocks. 

Kevin earned his degree in Civil Engineering from North Dakota State Uni-
versity. He lives in Stillwater with his wife Meghan, kids Felix (7.5) and Lu-
cy (5), and dog Maddie. Kevin became active in NCITE in 2012 and has 
served as NCITE Director, Treasurer, Secretary, and Vice President. Kevin 
has gotten so much from this organization, and is grateful for the oppor-
tunity to continue his involvement. 
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Vice President (1 candidate, 1 open position) 
 
Tyler Krage 
Tyler Krage is a Traffic Engineer with Alliant Engineering. He has over 7 years 
of experience in the transportation industry. He graduated from the University of 
Minnesota in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering, and frequently 
returns to mentor with capstone projects, student networking opportunities, and 
other NC-ITE/ITSO collaborations. He enjoys live music, rock climbing, biking, 
and is an avid vinyl record collector. He lives with his wife Meredith in Minneap-
olis. 
 
Tyler has been active in ITE since 2012 and served as Director, Treasurer, and 
current Secretary on the Section Executive Board, in addition to helping with 
other various committees. From his time on the Board, Tyler served on a board 
that worked to create new ideas of what a Section can do for its members. He 
believes he can help the Section to continue to push the envelope to serve the 
industry in innovative ways, from bringing on interesting meeting topics and 
events, to tapping into the increasingly large pool of younger members. Tyler is 
excited at the opportunity to run for Vice President and to continue to serve the 
Section. 

 
 

Secretary (1 candidate, 1 open position) 
 
Natalie Sager  
Natalie is a Traffic Engineer (PE) at HDR with over six years of experience. She 
has a widespread background in traffic operations, safety, planning, and final 
design with both local and non-local agencies. She graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree of Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities in 
2014 and enjoys traveling and hiking with her husband, Tom. 

Natalie has been an active member of NCITE since she joined in 2014. During 
her membership, she has served as the Pedestrian and Traffic Safety Commit-
tee co-chair/chair, Director, Treasurer, and has co-authored two INCITER arti-
cles. She was also accepted to participate in the 2021 Class of LeadershipITE. 
Natalie supports key ITE initiatives, including providing valuable professional 
development & networking opportunities, and finding new ways to help grow our 
industry. She looks forward to the opportunity to continue on the NCITE board 
and contribute her organizational skills and attention to detail to NCITE as the 

incoming Secretary. 
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Treasurer (2 candidates, 1 open position) 
 
Mike Bittner 
Simply put, ITE is the best. ITE has found a fun and energizing way to facilitate 
professional development, leadership training, networking, and education. 
That’s why it has been so easy for me to dedicate my time to the organization.  
I recently served on the Great Lakes District Working Committee, helping shape 
and develop future District Standards and Procedures. I continue to lead multi-
ple District initiatives to ensure the Great Lakes District can be a valuable re-
source to NCITE.  
As Midwestern District Board member and president, I led multiple efforts to 
modernize the District’s communication plans and platforms. During my time on 
the board, I supported great leaders to make a real impact through the develop-
ment of the Student Leadership Summit and Endowment Fund and the Interna-
tional Meeting organization in Minneapolis. 
My LeadershipITE team spearheaded an initiative that made collaboration a 
core focus within ITE. This effort ultimately led to expanding the meaning behind 
ITE beyond only engineers.  
In 2015, I became the inaugural winner of the MWITE Rising Star Award and 
NCITE Young Transportation Professional of the Year Award. Both awards rec-
ognize innovation in the industry. Wow, is it 2020 already? This statement used 
to be more impressive! 
If I am elected to the NCITE Board, my goal is to improve connectivity and par-
ticipation in Greater Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Combining 
my existing relationships in these three areas and the virtual environment we 
find ourselves in today provides us with a unique opportunity to extend NCITE’s 
influence to the farthest corners of the Section lines. My first step would be to 
develop a task force with multiple representatives outside of the Metro Area to 
determine the most effective way to accomplish this goal, both short-term and 
long-term.  

If you want to know more about me personally or professionally, add me as a 

connection on LinkedIn or reach out directly. Social Distancing has me starving 

for social interaction! 

Jeremy Melquist 
Jeremy is a Traffic Engineer for the City of Bloomington where he manages traf-
fic operations and Intelligent Transportation Systems in the City.  He received 
his Civil Engineering degree from the University of Minnesota in 2013 and is 
currently a licensed Professional Engineer and Professional Traffic Operations 
Engineer.   
 
Jeremy has been involved with NCITE since 2014 and has served as Younger 
Member Committee Co-Chair and Chair, Professional Development Committee 
Co-chair, and Director.  Jeremy helped found the Younger Member Committee 
in 2016 as a way to integrate younger professionals into the industry through 
social and educational events.  He also planned and hosted the 2019 Transpor-
tation Symposium along with multiple Section meetings in 2020. 
 
Jeremy lives in New Brighton with his wife (Jess) and puppy (Murphy).  He en-
joys Gopher sports, Vikings games, hiking/camping, and grilling/beers with 
friends.   He is thankful for the opportunities that NCITE has provided to him and 
hopes to further contribute as Treasurer in 2021. 
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Director (2 candidates, 3 open positions) 
 
Cortney Falero 
Cortney is an engineer in the Intelligent Transportation/ Cav-X department at 
SRF Consulting. She has extensive experience with intelligent work zones from 
the planning and deployment through monitoring and data analysis. She enjoys 
getting out in the field for construction inspection, projects involving bicycle and 
pedestrian smart applications, and helping clients see the big picture when ap-
plying TSMO within their organizations. She presented at the ITE Annual Meet-
ing in 2016 on her work in Iowa on the Traffic Critical Projects Program. Cortney 
received her bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Minne-
sota—Twin Cities.  
 
Cortney has been a member of NCITE since 2014, contributing to NCITE as the 
INCITER Newsletter Editor. She has likely sent you annoying email reminders 
to submit your articles and pictures on time. She also served on the Local Ar-
rangements Committee (LAC) for the 2018 Annual Meeting that was held in 
Minneapolis, and is to blame for the “Minnesota Lake Name or Fake Name” 
Game played at  ITE District meetings all over the US.  
 
Cortney enjoys adult kickball and has played on co-ed rec leagues in Minneap-
olis for over 11 years. She currently lives in downtown Minneapolis with her hus-
band Ty (yes, she met him at kickball) and their dog Roo. Cortney looks forward 
to being more involved with NCITE . 

 
Mark Powers 
Mark Powers is a Senior Traffic Engineer at SRF, and has 6 years of experi-
ence working in Traffic.  Mark has been involved with NICTE since 2013, is the 
current Chair of the SimCap Committee, and served as the committee's Co-
Chair in 2019.  Mark is probably best known at NCITE for calling out raffle priz-
es and winners at the annual Summer Social, where his booming voice can be 
heard throughout the crowd without the aid of a microphone. 
 
Mark is an avid Minnesota sports fan, despite most of the teams' continued ef-
forts to deter his fandom with their terrible play.  In particular, Mark is a die hard 
supporter of MN United, and even went so far as to buy his home in the Ham-
line/Midway neighborhood so he could easily walk to the stadium.  Mark is also 
a vocal champion for the City of St. Paul, and will proudly defend its superiority 
for places to live in the Twin Cities from any and all challengers.  Mark also en-
joys bar trivia, camping in MN state parks with friends and family, and spending 
time with his wife, daughter, and cat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you do not receive voting information by email, do not have internet access, or prefer to 
send in a paper ballot, please contact 2020 NCITE Secretary Tyler Krage at  

at tkrage@alliant-inc.com or 507.450.9305. 
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